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THE 


PROTIESTATION 


Reviewed and refuted ; 


Briefly ſpewing the inſufſ1ciencie of the reaſons the! eof , 
ana conſequentiy, the juſt ice of the Aſſemblies 
ſentence condemning it. — 


Mongſt the many fad judgements, wherewith 
the holy bleſſed GOD n plcaſed to e er- 
ciſe th s ſinfull Land, ſtainicg the pt de of all 
our glory; there is none more terrible, then 
that he th reatneth to remove out Can dle- 
ſtie k, take his Kingdom from us, and ſet o t 
his Vineyard to other Husband men. And 
in this evill, that which extremely in- bittereth it, is, that in the 
day of Sions calamitie, as there is none to comfort her, ſo when 
ſhe calleth for her Lovers, they deceive her, her very ſons ſtaud 
a-far off from her; and as if that were not enough, they perſe+ 
cute her whom the Lord hath imitten , and talk to the grief of 
thoſe whom he hath wounded; like Jeb friends, miſerable com- 
forters; in ber adverſity they gather themſelves together, in the 
place of Cordials, brir.ging Corrofives. 

I ſhall be loath to trace char roo-roo- ordinary by-path, of 
judging ary mans everlaſting eſtate, — temporall out- break - 
ings, 0 his hea t ard intent ons, by the out · ſide of his actions; 
yet (I think) I may — ſay, that that Aſſembly at S. Ane 
ind. Dane, although de ſpiicu of men, wa owned of GO! zand 
chat he gbided their bens, as all along in their Procedure, ſo 
particularly iu their 9 Declaration, and thoſe words 
thereof , Mbat ever hath beew the intention of theſe who el 
A 2 een 


(4 
been inftrumentall, in making * rent from publick Connſels 
and acting r, yet the Work it ſelf, and the ſpirit that hath been 
frirring in it hath been, aud yet u moſt effectual, for carr 1 * 
f the Deſign of the eA loer/aries of our Canſe, Wh | they 
prove by ſeven ſteps of their progteſſ:, whereof that is the laſt 
and higheſt,theic unparalelled practice ( except that of the per- 
fidio is Pcelats) of ah ſolutely decliniag the Authority of the Ge- 
nerall A lemb y, and Proteſting againſt it as null; and fo at one 
ſtroak, throwing dowa the hedge of Diſcipline in this Kirk, and 
mikiag way for every beaſt of the Forreſt co break in, and that 
up * friyo ous and talſe grounds, as maketh the authority 
of all the Aſſe ablies of this Kirk, ſince the begun Reformation, to 
be ca led into queſt on, upon the ſame or the like pretences. [his 
courſe, altho igh they labouted to juſt fie, by whatſoevetr ſpe- 
cious pretexts the patrons of a bad cauſe could canvaſſe, yet 
the unwarrantableneſs of that way, and the vanity of the 
grounds thereof, hath been / evidently evinced i 1 that modeſt, ſo- 
lid and judicious Piece, inticuled, Vindicat ion of the late Gene- 
rall Aſenbiy, c. Wiuch I cannot but recommend to the ſeri- 
ous peruſill of all the Members of this Kirk, who deſit e ſatisfa 
ctioa in the poi its of the preſent Differences , or to be armed 
againſt the | ke Procedares for the future; And that ſo much the 
rather, as that ye may ſee the ſame ſtorm again tu Ting the aimoſt 
drowa:d,and not yet recovered Ship of thus Church. Wh itſoe- 
ver men are doing, the Nevill is ſtiſl driving on the deſign he hath 
found {> advantageous; dividing, th it he may conquer, and that 
he may diy de, cleiving us with a wed ze of our oa timber, and 
adding to his violence,deſpight; dotng it at ſuch a time, in ſuch a 
place, and ſuch a way; I mean, by men who were em nent in our 
Aſſemblies, iu the C:ry of our ſolemnities, yea in the face of the 
Generall Aſſembly, and putting it to the Preile, even while they 
were treating w th them for p-ace, and ſtudying in the bowels of 
Chriſtian con leſcendince, to reclaim them from ſo divifive and 
deitruct ve a courſe. 
Th s way, as it cannot but ſadly affe t every ſon of Sion, ſo 
hath ic forced me, untill an abler Pea thall finde more leiſure, for 
preventing further inconvenience, to write theſe few things fol- 


lowing,that the ſimple may be undecei ved, 4 
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And paſſing for the preſent the Repreſentation ( as they call 
it) but indeed the miſcrepreſcacation of out itate and differences; 
a bitter Piece, fil ed with 4.acha itable aper ons. moſtly repeared 
again in the Proteſtation · Wavi g alio tbe Propolit ons Of ed 
therewith to che Aſſembly, and ſo ſatisfactorily anſwered by it, 
I ſhall (Godwill ng) grapple with them in their Arſcnall of the 
Proteſtation it ſelf, yet thortly glancing onely at ſome principal 
things. » 

Where I begin with the Title, A PROTESTAT1ON, 
rh ch was given in againſt the Supreme Repreſentative of this 
Kirk, although I do not deny, but that Geneia | Aſſemblies may 
erre, and the godly be ſo put to it, as to have no remedy. left them 
in Law,. but to proteſt; yet except the caſe he clear and ſure, this 

courſe is one of the higheſt coarempers of Ecc'etiaſtick authority. 
The laſt refuge for removing of ſcandalsbeing. A4. 18. 17. tell the 
Church, after which not ung remanerh, but if he neglect to hear 
the Church, let him be as a heathen or a publican, I t uſt, what - 
ſaever glolſes others put upon the words, there is no diff rence 
becwixe our Brethren and ue, abo it the expoſition of them: And 
hence appeareth the equity of that Act and pra tice ot our Aſ- 
ſemblics, inſſictung the higheſt cenſures upon ſuch; and reaſon, 
fiace they ( in the higheſt meaſure) neglect to hear the Church, 
neither is there now any ulterior or ſuperior Judicatory to go to. 
It is the judgment of all moderat and modeſt Divine, that a great 
deal of reverence is due to the Church, even when ſheerreth; But 
what if ſhe erre not? and whether ſhe do or not, wherein have 
theſe men ſhowa their reverence and reipet to their Mother > 
who what in them lyeth ( but ble ſſed be the Lord it lyeth not) 
would diſcover her nakedneſs, when others then Brethren are to 
behold it. Let them rake heed if this be not a mann ſtep to depira- 
tion, (which in words thy ſeem to abhotre) when as they prot ſt 
and profeſſe they will not hear us, ſo they would caſt on us a kind 
of neceſsity to hold them as Heathens and Publicans; But to pre- 
vent this,chey have found a way of their own,and (s if they had 
not been of us) they are gone out from us, and ſett ng up to do 
their own buſineſs without us, as they ſeem to iutimate in the laſt 
page of their Printed Paper after the Prote'tation,contrary to the 
veryfundamentals of the Dilcipline of our Kick, which is, and hath 
ever 


(6) 
yer been profeſſed to be, by Presbyte ies, Synods, and National 
Aſlemblics, duly fubordnate one to inother, all which their 
cou fe overtum th, wh le they walk in a; other way to make the 
me tte is of their Pfopontions practcah le, as thry ſay. 

But beſides that, a Protcſtatio is at beſt (except in the caſe 
of pungene neceſſity ) in its nature odioue, it is fo much worſe 
in our Kik, here we are tyed by the ſt . icteſt Bonds both of the 
N itional,and rolemn League and Covenant, aꝑai all d viſive 
m/ tions and courſes;and I pray, what is this other then a diviſive 
motion, and that of the det pci. dye, for them to ſeparate them- 
ſclves, and joyning together make a Party, when the Supreme 
Jud:catories of Kirk and tate were going on in their continued 
Actiogs, in the day of great danger and diſtreſſe? They may be 
pleaſed to remember thrir own Act ngs an i ſpeeches, when od 
ho-oured them to be ſitti g in the Supreme j udicatories; How 
far ſhort came the intended diviſive Supplication in Ane 1648. 
of ch's'courſe they are now on? Nay, the very croſſe Petition 
in Auno 1642. both which ſome of them (1 ſay ſome, for 
moſt of them are but of ycſterday , and had then no place in our 
Judicatories) 1hewed 10 much zeal againſt. 

Aud thus paſſing the Title of it, we come to the matter, where 
following their foot - ſteps, we begin with the Narrative which 
they begin, with aſſerting, that it i Well kuolyn to diver ſe of 
our number, what peaceable enteavours they have uſed Without 
ſucceſſe, in order to the removing of the differences among ws, 
To which reply,that even by the permiſſion of their ownphraſe, 
moſt part of the Afembly might, yea did not know anyſuck 
thing, but were confidently perſwaded, if any ſ ch endeavours 
were uſed, the lack of ſucceſſe did and doth lye ſolely an ſadly 
upon the Proteſtors themſelves. When this was publickly de- 
bated in the Aſſembly, there was none found that k ew o»+ghe 
in that kind, except that which was done in the latter en of the 
laſt year, which let the world judge, how peaccable an endeavour 
it was, and whence it came that it wanted fucc- (le. 

Thus it was: They meeting then in Edinburgh without Order; 
after a little pauſe, did conſtitute themſelves in an Eccletiaſticall 
Judicarory, wherein Magiſterially they defined things ſo preju- 
d:ciall to us, as not onely perfectly obſtructed all Peace, but a:fo 
ſounded 
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ſounded the alarum to 8 new coath.+,by emitting a Paper, here 
in they peremprorily conclude among the chief cauſes ot Gods 
coat overſie with the Land, the publick Reſolutions and preced- 
ingAilembly to have a ipeciall place. And having thus faſt ock - 
ed che door of Peace, to mock the world, if it d d nought elſe ; 
Thcy ſent (ome of their number to St. Andrew; to eſſay if they 
con d draw of chree or four there, and others to Gla/goW for 
the like ntent, mak ug accompt (which ſome of them ſpared 
not to protelic) that if they coul get five or fix of our moſt emi- 
nent men off they ca) ed nos for the reſt of the Ainiftery, pro- 
felling alſo at that Conference, and others of them in an open 
Synod. that they wonld never anite with the moſt part of the 
Aliniftery of Scotland. And ſuteable to thoſe ends was their 
carriage at St. «Andrews, as is clear in the Relation of the Paper 
thereanent, which Paper though publick enough, we have ne- 
ver yet heard contradicted by any. | 
As for any other ti their endeavours, they are inter occulta 
de qu ibas nos judicat Eccleſia: But I ſhall deſire it to be conſi- 
dered on the contrary, how the preceding Aſſembly at Dundee 
appointed, that Synods and Presbyreries ſhould deal with them, 
to give then ſatisfaction ere they procreded to cenſure; the p ib- 
lick Com niſhion could do nothing of that kinde, being by che 
troubs of the time impeded to fir, yer were not ſ ch of them as 
could molt conveniently correſpond, a together defecttive in th s, 
though pretſcd with either part of a doleful dilemma; for if they 
ſhould a2 n the capacity of a Co mmi. lion, the P oteſters would 
not have conferred; and out of that capacity, their Acting (belidesy 
that it could not have been obligatory to others) had been a ſi- 
lent qunrcing,if not a betraying of their Truſt, Bit Provider ce 
offered opportunity thus: lu the beginning of this year, O e 
Brethren from ſeverall parts of the Cou rty, being ſenſibic of 
the then imminent [nace and danger, reſolved by cmmon conſent 
to come to Edinburgh about the 12. of Fri nu art which t / me 
they heard there was to be a ꝑteat meeting of our diſſei tiug Bre- 
thren, where they reſolved to deal with them, th it there might 
be a common Warning emitted by coaſent of all the j dA ories 
of the Kirk, concerning things which we doubted hot ere a- 
grad to on all hands; accordingly they deait with fuch of them 
as 
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as were in Town, by the mediat on of the Miniſters of £din- 
bargh, by whom they ſent to them wateria'ls ot a Declarar'on, 
deiiring them to change or adde as they (h« uid think tic for the 
purpole, but they refuſed to joy n, to ihe great prick of thoſe 
who did mediar, pretending they would tirſt have s Conference 
about Difference, which was nothing elſe, but to diſappoint the 
matter, the danger being ſo ncar, that a Mecting for tuch a Con- 
ference could not be conveened, and the darger prevented. 

This paſt. the Synods in April being invited by that of F ife; 10 
their acceptance of their Overture, ſnewed their Aff tions to ſ c 
a Peace with their Brethren, as might not trouble their Peace with 
God: And for that effect, d id Commiſſionate iome of their M m- 
bers to come to E dinburg b, to a Meeting in May laſt: But that 
is the next thing they complain and challenge us of. Firſt for ne- 
glecting to give them timeous advertiſement, when yet the very 
firſt motion of that Meeting in all our Judi catories, was in their 
preſence, who if they had been of ſuch àꝙeaceable temper as 
they talk of, would no doubt have made ſuch an iuvitation wel- 
come, and embraced the occaſion. As for particular advertiſement 
to them ſeparatly, the Delegats of the Synod ot Fife intruſted 
therewith,uſed all poſſible diligence, a fortnight before that meet- 
ing, diſpatching their miſſives (Which for ought that is known) 
did not miſcarry, yea upon their diligence we found at that 
Meeting, ſome from Koſſe , and others from Dramfreiſe, places 
of very remote diſtance, both South and North: And it is credibly 
informed, that ſome of their chief leading men wiote both to 
Aberdeen, and Galloway deſiring their Complices not to keep 
that Meeting. Secondly,they complain, that net ſo much as ſoms 
few dayes of — could be obtained by thoſe few of their num- 
ber which Were then preſent, hereby * mig ht give advertiſe- 
ment to others. The truth is. n reſpect of their paucity, they re- 
quired at leaſt a fortnights delay (although they had probablya 
pre · indicted meeting reaſonable frequent, in that ſame place the ves 
ry week following, and others of them were in Town then, did 
appear to us, and ſome of them went out of Town immediatly be- 
fore our Mecting)and ſo long a time could not be given,not only 
becauſe our Brethren having come haſtily from their ſeveral 
awellings, were not able to attend ſo long, and once any to 

career 
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athered again: but eff * 
cauſe having offered unto them a Fer Gen 2 the of oid 
acknowledged proper remedy of all. Ecrſeſiaſtical d de — 
many of our ſcives might gain be pre ſent, it was plain that ad- 
thing to any good eff. could be done till then: Ard Providenee 
happily caſting chat occafion iv their hands, that they might ap- 
pia t and determ or of the place of the enſuing Aſſembly, they 
cou d not C..ffer the ſame to flip; which could not be ſhunned, for 
Jack of t meous advertiſement to the Ptesbyteriet, if it were not 
then conGuded, And ſo (which they perce ved thoſe they ſpoke 
with directiy aimed at) let the K'rk in this difficu!t time be ſhaken 
looſe of her Poſſeſſior, of that her dear bought Freedome, which 
Me. Welch, Mr. Forves,, and other precicus men, that now fxſt, 
adyentured their lives, ard ſuffcred buuſhimert to preſerve; As 
was gravely preſſed home by Mr. Blur upon them in the Confe- 
rence, and to which they could not, ſure they did nor, give ſo 
much as ſcem ng ſatisfactory an ſwer. Thirdly, they ſay inthe 


Printed Paper; Thata Deſire of Reconcilatinn was prefſenced, 


but peremptatily, the Electing. and ſending ;Conmiliore;s: t 


keep the day indicted by the Meeting of | Dandee, was concluded. 


I know.no oppoſition berwixt thoſe tis I conceive any good 


ſenſe in the former, the ohe being the end, and the other a mean 


to it: Beſides, I Kao. no deſire of Reconciliation.preſented to 


them, except the Paper of the offer of a free 5% tbe 


oper Remedy of our diſtractions. But in the at e graph it is 
dad ——— and ſo they moſt AD 
We pretended i Deſire of Reconciliation, but had concluded ano- 
thec thing: It is ſo wel koo in theCountrey, whether it he we or 
chat uſe to act ſa That I ſhal on noed toi peak to the pur- 
4 Our defire of Peace was teall, the obſtruction of it was 
from them, and we had been very fooliſh, and cenſurable, if ever 


the Lord ſhould bleſſe ns with avorber Aſſembly, for not walk- 


ing anſwerable to our Truſt, in relation to this, if we had not 
deſigned the place thereoſ urin eee 

In the next room, They mention their Paper given in with 
the Propoſitions ( wherein they fay. they have the concurrence 
of the Generality of the God!y of the Land) and did intreat for 


ee 
ing to aſſume the Power, and conſt tute themſeclves in a Generall 
Als embly : Leſt any ſhould think, that in aſsuming the Power, 
and tut ing themſelves in a Generall Aſſembly, they d d 
ſome new and uncouth thing, as thoſc who challenge them did 
the laſt year, in conſtituting themſelves a Commuſion of the 
Kirk; Be it known to all men, they did no other thi \g, nor in no 
other way then all theAſsemblits ſiner the laſt Reformation have 
been in conſt int practice of: And how neceſsary it was, in this 
ſtaggering time, not to change in the leaſt, will be aſsented to, by 
every ingenuous man, nor know I any reaſon why they ſhould 
con plain: For thoſe to whom the Paper was given, wete not in 
a capacity ti give an anſwer, till they were conſtitute in an 
Aſtembly (yea none bit an Aſsembiy could ſit sfactor ſy anſwer 
their Demands, as is ev dent too, and will be acknow i dęed by 
the judicious Reader) Which was no ſooner done, then they 
went eſſectually about it; but on the contrary, the bra teſters 
would not ſo mich as wait till then, but preſently gave in their 
Proteſtition. We will not now ſpeak of that other Paper, yet 
cannot paſs that arrogant LJitle of the Generality of the Godly, 
whrch they aſs:+me to themſelves, and their abettors. We will 
notanention of whom they learned this, and whom in many other 
tly ngs they too much reſemble: But we ſhall refer the Reader to 
that moſt fa thful ard timeous Warning and Declarat on of che 
late A ſeembly at Dxnaec, and the third admonition and charge of 
the ſecond part thereof. | | 1. 

Where they athrm it their burden, and that they have no 
delight 10 be cent eſting With any Who profe(s them/elves to be 
muwtainer! of the Government of this Church. It is wiſhed their 
works were conſonant to their words, and made them credible to 
all'ow- lookers: Certainlv, how ever they may ipleaſe themſelves, 
this s not the ordinary opinion that moſt men have of them. 

Next, they ſpeak of a party of inſufficie t, ſcandzious, and cot- 
rupt M miſters &c. complying With the times, expreſring their 
dij-ffeltion to the Work of 2 as the 7 fund opportunity, 
at in the time of james Graham, and the unlawfull engagement, 
Who got greater advantage by the publick, ding: for bringing 


in of Malignants to places of Truſt: And who perceiving hey 


mere <table to endure 11541 and purging, begen the laſt yearto 
Y ; lift 
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lift wp their heads,and being entowraged by the Addi andCeonſures 
of Dundee, hv e ſe ftrengibened themſ el ver, as to carry, on Pub 
liek Determinations to their o ends, from whom (lay they) 
what can be expetted, but to favour every evill comrſe, to gere- 
cute ſuc h as ſeek the Lord in ſincerity, ſwppre(ſe the power of Gods 
\ lineſſe; and open tie deer of the » Mniſtiery to ſuch as for 
5 in(» fſiciency ,-/cande(s, or 4a ffetlien, haue been juſtly, depo- 

| ſed, in reg ara ber cof, hey think there 15 roo great cauſe to makes 

| | d w/e of the Prophets words, Jer. 23. 14, 15. There be many things 
| here deſerve animadycriion. | 

I. * 

Although we deny not, but that in every Order there may be 

ſome out of Orderʒas Judas among the Ap tiles, and San / among 


the Prophets, yet know we not of ary ſuch party as they ſpeak of, 

nor did ſo much as any perſon. of that kind ſoo: er appear amorg 

| us, then according co the meature of his offence, he found the ſeve- 

| rity of Diſcipline. It would be ſcriouſſy conſidered, whether or 

| not by this Party, they mea i che Body of the Min ſtery repr: ſent- 

ed at 'Dwndee, whom thus they would caſt an diam upon; but 

what favour the barty that was truly ſuch as they deſcribe, fourd 

at that venerable Aſſembly, let their Acts and Declarations ſpeak; 

| which Declaration of theirs mentioneth another Party,thar hath, 

\ (alas) too long lurked among us, and under - ſpecious pretexts 

| brought their detign to that paſs we now fer. Theſe men ſhould 

| (according to the comir on rule) firſt haye purged themſelves, 
and taken this beam out of their own eye. | 

I Þ 

Iris true indeed, and I truſt, the Kirk of this Nation hath 

Þ no teaſon to repent, that ſhe ſtill hach ſome, who ( during the 

— prevailing of the Prelates ) were carried down with the Tide of 

the rimes, even to give ſubſcriptions accordingto the then way, 

of entry, and being weighed therewith, do comfort themſelves 
with Paul, That God will be mercifull to them, in that which 

3 they did ignorantly. But for thoſe borr d Oaths they ſpeak of, 

nothing is known (i the common ſubſcription : Ani if ovght 


concern the Kirk to kao more, it ſnould neither have been ſo 
> 4 norman by thoſe who. appropriate to themſelves the title 
of t 


god ly, aot now revealed at ſi ch a time, and in ſuch a way- 
B 2 As 
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A for their fubfcriprions,they were generally known; yet not · 
withltandmg thereof were che Subſcribers even ar ſixſt invited 
to the Covent , and ſome of them with the firſt appeared a+ 
inſt che Se-vice-Book, and many of them have not to this day | 
Men from their ſtodfaſtneſt; neither were all that have fallen of | 
that amber. But for furcher and full clearing of this, I 6fer | 
_thele things.” 1. So ne of rhe prime of their number, are uſſe, if = 
not mote grofſ-ly-guilty vf the ill, then any of ours. 2. There are 4 
of our number ten for one of cheirs,chat in that hour and power 1 
g 
| 


of darkne's,hare the heat ar +! hard of the day. 3. Scarce twenty 
of them are yet of fix years ſt im ling in the Miniſtery , and but 
about five- only of them were Miniſters, when the National Co- 

. _ venant wasSſubſcribed. 4. And generally all the old Miniſters, 

and thoſe that were admitted before the Epiſcopal incroach- | 
ment are forthe Aſſembly. 5. Laſtly, would we ſpeak of thote | 
that ſuffered un er the Prelats, the A T:mbly will be found te 
have three for it, where one is againſt it, | 


A for any who by word ordeed'at any time appeared | 
againſt the late R&ormwrion , they ſtill fond ſo tile potrocmy 
from thoſe who ate now Aſſcmbly- Men, that I am ſu c if we 5 
ſhould ſerve the Pr ti ſtets w th the like meaſure, for tranſgreſli · | 
05 of he like natare, and pet hap . greater, :hey would cry out, of 
eruelty and periecution. | 

IV. . 

As for the Epithets they give that Party ; I confeſſe, ill | 
enough cannot be done to, let be ſpoke,of men who are truly ſuch 

as they deſer be : hut we deltderare here both charity and pru · 

dence, at ſuch à time, an in ſuch a wiy', to ing filth. upon the 

faces of their B-erh:en; aud chat (for ought yet ſeen or known) 


moli uujuſtly. 

2 | | 
bn | the " Pwblick eAtings Were for bringing in of the 
Malignant Party, to places of power and trat, and bears 
a ſuck as had been ftraig ht m the ¶ auſe, ftirring wp the Cz. 
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vi Mays ſtræte af if em; aud [whyething the biberay of the 
Mori in th Chriſt, Ambaſſadors, or reproef of wh ts 
the smamnec dial judicia l£0g ni dance, reftr aine and cen ure of the 
{vil Magiſtrate auill 1ppear a maſs of malicious rep: oaches, | 
ſhortly 1 down the —— —2 to: But 1 muſt ſi 
tell, chat the odious erm M uignint, dot h not appertain to them 
who having ſatisfici for their offences of chat kind,a 82 
the Order preſcribed by theſe mrus on atkot and advice keep 
themielves free from nc our-breakings of chat abjured miqui- 
ty; And if we walk notaccordingto p rule, many of them wil 
be fo-ced to heat, what for the;proſe it I purpoſe not ta ſpeak, 
Anda xt adde, that all che bi:ds of their feather, were not ſo 
ſtraight in che Cauſe, as they would ſem to inſinuat here: And 


on the other pirt, ſome whom they term Mal gnants here, have 


g ven unqueſtioned evidence of their affection to, and ace (till ſuĩ- 
fermg for that Cauſe | 

Now, the ſtoties elated to, are theſetwo ; The one ſo well 
known, that we need no more but remember how, when, and up- 
on what puch of acce'tiry, { which themſelves know how it 
came- j the Com ni. qi nof th: K rk being enquired by the State, 
who might be einployed for the noceſſary defence of che Coun- 
t ey at ſuch a ti ne; Ihe Com niſſion of the Kick gave that An- 
ſycr , which their duty to G O D, their Mother Kirk, Native 
Countrey, and the Proteſti it Iutereſt extorted from them, and 
vrh ch all Nit om and Incorporat ons it oever, will, and do 
allow and practise m ſuch a caſe. But, char people may rightly 
judge of t, for it is ordinarily miſ-repreſenced, we deſite them 
to get, ind poader the Conmi:lions own Papers. 

The other ſtory is ſhortly (n ſo far as it s moſt material) thay; 
It being tepreſented by the Con nittee of Eſtites, to the Commit- 
fron of the Kirk, what hazard the Gion of Sterli ne was in by 
their Miniſters there p eaching and ocher w iys dealing, they wich- 
all ſigmfied how they beh oed to take ſo ne courſe for — 
the ſa we, the Co nmiilio 1 deſired their Lordſhips, that they woul 
not meddle wit the m ttet , eil they had fieſt dealr th chem, 
and returned their report of che Iifae, which being aſſented to, the 
Comm ſſi on wrote for them to dt Andrews, where ch y met 
with them; and when by coafcreace chey would not receive ſa- 
tisfacton 


e * 


- 
* 


| | (14) ' 

3 ti fa ion, began to entreat them tirſt to give aſſurance, that they 

33 | would not obltruct the Levies, but this they refuſed: Taercafeer, 

1 that they would be pleaſed (for Feaces tak: ) to with draw fora 

ſealon from Sterline, and ty would provide their Places, but 
this they alſo refuſed, although vir. Blair then (apparently a- 
dying) did gravely obteſt them, bot ii for the one and the otherz 
which being repreſented to the Committee of Eſtates, and they 
therea;tcr informed, how thoſe Miniſters continued in their for- 
mer practice, they wrote for them once, and again, to come to 
Perth, But exe they came, ( the moſt part ot the Committer be · 
ing removed to the North) they ho remained; deſired them to 
ſt:y at Pertb or Dundee, till the 1cſtſhould return; agaiuſt 
which they proteſted ia very h gh terms, as. encroaching upon 
the Miniſtcry,&c. By the time the reſt returned, the Parhameiit 
did fir, who deſired the judgmeꝭ t of the Com mitsion, whether 
or not the Committee of Eſtates had made any encroachment 


upon the Miniſtery and Government of this Kirk, by detaining f 
theſe Miniſters, and give their advice what courſe the Parlament 
ſhould take in relation to them, for ſecuring the Garriſon of Ster- 


linc;the ſum of the anſwer thereto was, the Brerhcen might law - 
fully prot-ſtythat not hingbe done prejudiciall to the Liberties uf 
the Kirk; but that they did not ſee that the Committee of Eſtates 
had eacroached thereon, by that which they had done; and that 
they could give no advice to their Lordſhips ; the ſecuting of a 
Gatriſon being a thing not competent to them. After which, 
ſome of thoſe Miniſters friends entteated ſome of the Commiſsi- 
on to deal with the Parliament, to let their Brethren go home, un- 
der- taking for them, thit they ſhould not further offeud; which 
the Brehren of the Commiſsion did, engaging thetmnſelves to be 
anſwerable for their carriage; whereupon they were preſently 

diſmiſſed: This being the tiue ſtoty, let any judge of the truth of br 
che former calumhies. 


VI. . , 


As for their purging humour, which time with theſe ſad 
difpenſacions might have purged out of them, but belike it will 
never leave them; We grant indeed the Kirk ſhould be carefull 
to purge out the old Lea ven. All our queſtion is, anent the man- 

ner 
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TN.) | 88 
ger how: And I ſhall deſire NA, the fear of God, tocanfider 
whether their pra ctiſe in this bath been in every thing 1quated to 
the Apoſties Rules, 1 Tim. 3 19. Tit. 3. 10. l. G. 1. 742. | 
| 23+ And whether or not they made it a polit'ck ſerew, to wind * 
themſelves into all places of Power and Authority. Civil, and Ec- 8 > 
defiaſticall, and a mean of revenge, exercing it unchatitably and ö 
unſeaſonably. 


— 
— 
* 


* VII.. | 
} As for any power in any to carry publick Determinations 
to any wrongends, we can, and do biefſe God, the contrary'is 
known to be true, _—_ . — 3 ſprak 
the ſame Language do the whole-world; yes, I hope; to ibeir con- 
+ Teiences 416. wh the heat of their paſſions is à little allayed, 
VIII. | 


| For the following words, which are of the ſtamp with 

p The former, I ſhall only adde 1. What meaſure every one that 
cometh not up them full ſengtꝭ may expect of them, aber for- 
mer acb ug bad not ſufficiently cleai ed, their preſent expreſſions 

put out of all doubt. 2. It is not one of the chyraQteriſhicall pro- 
ties of the (ody, to be ſo oſt afluming that Title: 3. Such 
nus aceuſations muſt not be taken aponttut, when hought 
FS lud to malce them appcar- 4. I believe the Aſembiy knowerh 
of none received to the Miniſtery , but according to the Publick 
Order; and when ought ſha appear to the contrary, will take 
ſuch courſe there wich as in Juſtice accordetz. 


« 


"On US , e ee IX. , "ft DOWN 76; 240k 
— For their alluſion to the Prophets words, I thall defire 
| them ſeriouſly to read them again, and perpend if in conference, 


| they be apr] cable to the points ot preſent differences. 
- Next; they tell us. it (hall be their parpoſe ro maintain the Do- 
Arine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government of this Kick, and 
particularly rhe National! Aiſcmblies, ſo long as they are preſer- 
ved from corrup ron in the Conſtituti n thereot: But many need 
| better Arguments to perſwde them of this, then their bare ro- 
fellion, or practice this year and the laſt; Of which we may we 
| lay, 
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* (16) a 
ſay, wht ever be the purpoſe of men, it is evidently the im of 
- the divel to rune Cenerall Aſſembl es, ar diſo to raze the walls 
of out Feral; And they would de well to conſider if, and 
hot far (bey ha e been inſtrumentall to drive on that deſign. _. 
But «hey would make tome cleating herr, ue us. that 
Als who are acquarrica with the Printiples and prattices of aur 
Worthy Prodeceſſors, and of the learned and godly non cenfor- 
wiſts iu England, wii eaſt! ee how far they are from their g- 
ments and practices, who fohow't Wayes of ſeparation, Bel-ke 
they ſt / l dwell beſide evill acighbours, but which is worte, they 
are hardly beheved, when men call co minde, and contider. how 
now: of a long time, {till they took the patrociny of all that were 
ſuſpectei to fakow thoſe, Waycs. 2. What, Irogreſs ſome of 
their chief and eryed up men have madr is thoſa ies. 3. What 
aſſection they ſtill carry to them, and how familiarly they con- 
verſe with them, even although excommunicate. 4. Brt eſpe- 
cially how woavoidable ſeparation is upon their grounds: For if 
it de a matter of Conſcienee for them to joyn n others in Cir 
val Dutics, that heceſtirily belong to the Lacorporation, whercof 
both are members, ſute much more in Ecc abel But a little 
time pill further clear thisk .-/; 1 

As fot an Argument drawn from the; diſclaiming corrupt Aſ- 
ſemblies at & legen or the following Aleembly at Edinburgh, 
des affir ing thoſe corrupt A fs emblies, erg a chief eauſe of rhe 
| #vilswerhcngroated under - How Weslk, I Ay, ſuch an argu- 
ment will be for juſtifying their preſent practice: i ꝓalpable to- 
. ny who will look either to the matter copeſuded in thoſe corrupt 
' Meetings, or the manner of, their procedure, or the particular 
reaſons whereon they were cdudemned, in all which there being 
Nothing alike ; I wonder why: they are alledgrd, except perfiaps, 
they know many of their Proſelytes will take upon truſt, what- 
ſoever cometh from them, or ſeemeth to borrow countenance 

Hm Sag. 151 | 
+ They day; they have a. clear warrant from: Scripturt, to plexd 
and teltifie againſt corruptions: It is, indeed, but wichall they 
ſhould have better grounds then any we have yet beard of, or 
enn conceive, before they trouble the Peace of a Kirk, and ſo per- 
;emptorily conclude, that a corruption, hich, they cannot prove 
oY = one3 


* 


ö 


| 69) 
Scripture are perſwaded of, but even generally all people from the 
light of Nature . and uporl the Principles, of ſelf preſervation, are 
convinced i a duty. ; 7 
We paſſe for the preſent, to give any verdict , concerning ſome 
by- paſt Acts of theirs (which they. mention) hom good they were, ot 
bow true, What is ſaid bei kaltes to dlcar, that this theit Prote- 
ſtation is alſe ncedleſs (to ſay no Worſe) as che following grouuds 
given for it art frivolous, which themſelves ſeem in part to aſſent 
to while chey ſay, they do it. for alſ ot ſome of thereaſons followi 
and ſo inſinuate, that ſome of them il not hold water, which ( in 
my humble opinion) they might ſafely have affirmed of them all. 
Their firſt reaſon is, that this Adoering bath its dependence, pomer 
and authority for iti indittion, from that of St. Andrews, and Dun- 
dee. Is not that to beg the queſtion{and belides, hath no weight, nei- 
ther in reſpeR of us who hold and have determined it a free, ſa full 
General Aſsembly, as indeed it was, and doth appear from the Vindi- 
cation thereof, a tervou : p ece, not yet anſwered, nor eaſily anſwer 
able; · Nor in teſpect of themſelves, and their priatiplet, who in their 
Arguments againſt that Aſsembly, do determ ne, that Presbyteries 
may by mutual conſent, meet in a free, lawfui Gen. Aſtembly; now 
the Commiſſions directed to this, do pieſuppoſe and impott the 
mutuall conſent of Presbyteries. 

Their ſecond reaſon i, 7 hat it is conftiente after the ſame manuer, 
and ( for the moſt part) of the ſume members that the laſt Aſem- 
bly vas, te witget perſons that have carryen ana conrie of defettion, 
and ju reſpel} hereof, are incapable of being Commiſſioner s which 
again deen the Queſtion, and behdes t hat, it is anſwered in the 

fore - ci ted V 


laſt 
de in that 


Med, made a; Dundee ir e wHIP rerioyter3 er to py 
reeu to cenſare all who yo rhe Þ wb ich Reſolitiont, t oni net 
arquieſcr ro the Alta made at Dundee, and ſvexc lndeth all not ins 
vol vod in the courſe of defettion from Eleftions in purſuance her. 
of, there were ſnndry præli mitation: made ſince, ty ſeverall Synod; 
and Pretbyteriet. For aver, I would enquire, wich whar Conſei+ 
3 ence this Argument is proponed by them, hó (for out I know) 0 
* ate clear againſt the major, and cannot be ignorant of the vanity ot 
2 nullity of the minor. Their ma or muſt be no Aſſembly, that is ptæ- 
limited, can be free. But to gut che judicious conſiderations thereof 
in che learned Vindicationgſure Lan, themſelves will never aſſent to 
any Aſſembly in this Kirk, withour ſtrange pra- limitations, yea and 
prz-conclulions too; as they did ſigniſie at the Meeting and Confe- | 
rence in M445 laſt. Aud for the Minor, there were prz-Frmeariony | 
here, L pray you what ? Such as may nullize an Aflembly? No ſuch | 
thing Ix a futurcAſſcmbly ptælimited, becau'e x prior derermined the 4 
- quabfication of its Members? Was the Parliament 1649. prælimited 
and unfree, becauſe the Committee of Eſtates excluded therefrom, 
all that ſare-and voiced in the formet? Or the Aſſembly of G ],, "7 
becauſe the Tables appointed and lad down a way who ſhould be e- 
ſected che reto, ind who not ? Or all future Aſſemblies, bttauſe that a g 
ö of Gage excludeth from them all chat ſhal not rake rhe National | 
. Covenant? Whither doth their paſsion lead them! To plead the E- 
3h piſcopall cauſe ?Belides,didnor the Letter of the Commiſsion may =» 
laſt; require of Presbyteries, to chooſe faithfull and honeſt men ? 
Whch,whar ever ſome have ſa d, was no ſinful pra limitation. Adde, 
4 althoughthe AR of Dundee require Presbyteries and Synods, to pro- 
8 deed wich the Cenſures of the C ch againſt them, who after confe- 
3 renceoppoſed the Publick Reſolution (hot as they ſay, with a dis jun- - 
| chvc, ot who ſhall not acquieſce to the Acts made )y ct hath no Pres- 
= bytery not Synod that I know,teafured any upon that accompt, or / 
_- excluded any from voicing in Elections; but rather afl Your le 
"88 did require them thereto. Now, Cn might eleR,thry'might alſo 
by chefamereafon been elected: but themielves fore · ſering that, in 


Sm 


= 's 1 they were, they refuſedand 
. ier red, bring probad'y them ſelves præſimited by the order and ad- 
XS vide of their tingsleaders-Laftly, it is at beſt reedſeſly added, that 


there were / ſeveral limitations ſince in ſeveral Synods, Ibelieve there 
vil be nothing elſe found but the ſame, vi. the aflertion of the Con- 
Ie? - den 
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Wtimtiva-of che Af of Dwnd-e, which we will not ws 24 | 
they cannot proyeto be ſuch a prz-limitation, 28 is ee on Kc 
freedom of an Aſſombly. | | ehen 
Their faurth reaſon is made up of many particulate, which we 
thus particularly reply to. | E 
J. T bers are man Pretbyteries Who refuſe te ſend Commiſsion- 
ers to ib meeting 4s an Aſſembly. But there be many unqueſtioned . 
Aſſemblies have bin made up of fewer Members, as upon the inſpe- 
tion of che Rols will appear · Neither is a Meeting that bath no de- 
terminate Quorum, evacuate or made null, beciuſe a Minor part 
legally waracd , cannot, or will not come thereto, as the perperuall 
practice of Presby teries, Synods, former Aſſemblics and Parlja- 
ments ſheweth . Nor is the number of che Abſents here ſo great; ard 
although ic were greater, it is not their ſimple abſence, but unjuſt 
excluſion, that rendreth the Meetingobnoxious to exception. 

II. T ney [ap,there are many Presbyteries that ds concur in pro- 
reſting againſt chis Aſſembiy, Io which I reply, We have heard bf 
diſſents, but not of any Proteſtation, except this, which theynoiv have 
given which if they mean hece,as the Proteſtation is not Presbyte- 
ri, fo the reaſon will be found to have no more of teaſon in it, 
then if they bad argued thus; We find our ſelves neceſſitated to pro- 
teſt againſt this Af. becauſe we have proteſted againſt it. Or thus; 
This our Proteſtation is juſt and Iawfull, becauſe we have proteſted. 

III. Where Presbyteries have [ent Commi/sioners, the Elecłi- 
ons are generally comtroverted, there being Proteſtarions made, ar 
left difents entered, againſt moſt of their Elettions, nyo good 
Lgroenvds. But here (I think) a ſpeciall providence hath ruled; that 
there was noProteſtation. In molt Presbyteries thete were no diſſents 
at all; and all that we heard of, were imply againſt the Hections, not 
againſt che perſons elected, beſides that they were not proſecute nor 

in to be diſculled. And a diſgent inferreth: . the act 
of the Aſſembly a ſuſpending, let be 3 pee Aﬀe 8 
dicato:y; Onely ic maketh the Judges 1lyable to the cenſure of ther 
Superiours, for what they have rs ick, if it be amiſſe . 2 2 
dilenter is. not involved, in their guilt of cenſute; but if not, heiss 
cenfurable himſelf. Apd if it were grhecwayes » we 22 =. 
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